
 

 

 

 

HANOVER HOCKEY ASSOCIATION 

Minutes of the Hanover Hockey Association Board Meeting 

August 10, 2010 

 

 

In attendance:  Jim Damren, Deanna Denault, Dan French, Elizabeth Gardner, Aimee Goodwin, 

Jeff Graham, Charlie Hackett, Sharon Ikeda, Bruch Lehmann, Ann Malenka, Mark Meyerrose, 

Bill Miles, John Montgomery, Dave Peters, Gail Orr-Slider, Dwight Sperry, Kim Stern, and 

Mike Wagner. 

Absent:  Tim Beaver, Tammy Coffin, Betsy Knights, Jill Larsen, and Kim Whalen. 

Guest:  Margie Arbuckle-Morrill. 

 

 

Charlie called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.   

 

1. New Business 

Preseason Hockey Program:  Aimee and Bruch presented the proposed preseason fall warm up 

program.  The proposed program starts with skills review clinic with Casey Kesselring and 

power skating with Jacki Smith.  Board members also suggested engaging Dartmouth players or 

coaches, although Dave said that the Dartmouth coaches and players would not be in Hanover in 

September.  Board members also suggested we engage Dick Dodds and some of the Hanover 

high school boys team players.  Jim pointed out that Casey is not local and thought we could find 

the same talent locally.  Jim thought Jacki would be an excellent choice for power skating.  

Board members also encouraged Aimee to reach out to John Dodds and the girls high school 

team.  Aimee felt that she was ready to move forward with a program.  The deadline will be 

August 31, and an email will be pushed out to HHA families. 

 

Registration and Skate Sale:  Sharon said that she will need volunteers for registration and 

Aimee will need help with the skate sale on September 11.  They will both reach out to board 

members to sign up to volunteer.  Dan also encouraged Aimee to reach out to HHA parents who 

had volunteered to help with HHA activities.  Aimee said that we will use the drop boxes again 

for donation of sale items and will advertise both the drop off and skate sale in the schools and 

the Valley News. 

 

Fall introduction to Hockey Clinic:  Jeff said he felt that the program is well underway for 

September 17-19.  It will be similar to last year’s program and open to 4- to 8-year-olds.  
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Stateline will also be hosting a demo day at Campion from 3:30 to 6:30 pm on Saturday, 

September 18. 

 

GSL Tier Declarations:  Charlie reviewed the co-ed declarations that will be submitted to the 

state in the next week: 

 Mites:  Tier 2 and Tier 3 (21 skaters, one goalie).  Mite Tier 3 may be cross ice.   

 Squirts:  Four teams, Tier 2, Tier 3, and Tier 4, plus one independent team.  (50 

skaters and four goalies).   

 Pee Wees:  Three teams, Tier 2, 3, and 4. (44 skaters, five goalies, including one 

wait list). 

 Bantam:  There will not be a Bantam Tier 5 in the GSL.  There are 32 skaters, 

including one waitlist and one or two who may make their high school teams.  

There was some discussion about whether to have two or three teams, and the 

group agreed that there should be two teams.  They would be Tier 2 and Tier 4.  

There are two skaters who have registered on line who have not sent in a deposit.  

There was a motion to accept the waitlisted Bantam player, which was approved.  

Any additional Bantams who register will be waitlisted until the September 

meeting.  Charlie will explore with the GSL the option of adding a third team in 

September. 

 Midgets:  Midget minor team at Tier 1, with 18 skaters and 2 goalies rostered. 

 

The girls declarations are not yet due and will be addresses at a later date. 

 

Player Placement Guidelines:  Deanna said that Dick Dodds has drafted an on-ice plan for 

placements, providing more structure to the process.  This will be shared with the evaluators and 

on-ice facilitators.  Dave said we should be sure that skaters have enough time to play while 

evaluators observe them.  Deanna said they are also putting plans in place for all teams to have a 

practice on the Saturday immediately after teams are announced.  Dave will line up back up 

coaches to ensure that all teams will have someone coaching them on that day.  There was some 

discussion of how to incorporate some checking or contact in the Pee Wee tryouts.  The group 

agreed that checking should not be permitted, but we should revise the handbook to make that 

clear.  Aimee will also incorporate checking into some of the preseason sessions.  There was also 

discussion of how to use input from prior year’s coaches in making team placements for the 

current season.  There was agreement that evaluators should reach out for additional input on 

“bubble” players.  Deanna said that the coaches’ evaluations from last year will be available for 

the evaluators to use.  Deanna will also ensure that evaluators will be able to reach the prior year 

coaches on Friday night in case any information is needed.  Sharon clarified that goalies need to 

declare themselves as goalies at the start of tryouts and cannot change during the tryout process. 

 

Parent Handbook:  Charlie said he has circulated suggested changes to the handbook and some 

edits and inconsistencies.  The player placement section will be revised and placed on line as 

soon as possible, with the remaining part of the handbook on line in October. 

 

Update on Ice Procurement:  Mark said we have 800 hours of ice at Campion.  Mark is 

working with Steve to get the ice times loaded into our system.  The Hartford ice will go on sale 

August 25, and we will likely need this ice starting in November.  Mike reminded Mark that we 
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need to ensure that we have sufficient ice throughout the season.  Mark said we may need to 

revise our scheduling guidelines if we are going to have more shared practices.  Mark will look 

at the distribution of the Campion ice over the season and fill in with time at Hartford and 

Cardigan.  Mike pointed out that adopting any ADM guidelines could change our needs and 

require board-approved changes to the scheduling guidelines, which should occur at the 

September meeting before the season starts.  A subset of the board will discuss this issue. 

 

Upcoming GSL meeting 8/21:  Charlie said that we will need to be prepared to share the 

HHA’s position on the ADM at the GSL meeting on August 21.  Charlie will circulate a draft 

document for board feedback. 

 

Webposting opportunity to move from League Athletics to Goalline:  Charlie said we may 

make this move next spring, so we will do an evaluation of our current system this fall. 

 

Registration:  Sharon reviewed the remaining waitlist situation. 

 Pee Wees:  There are three players waitlisted.  If all are approved, we will have 44 

players with five goalies. 

 Squirts:  There is one waitlisted.  If the one is approved, there will be 50 players 

and four goalies. 

 Girls development:  There is one player waitlisted. 

The motion to accept the waitlisted players was approved.  Sharon said there is a petition from a 

2004-birth year player to play on Travel Mites even though he is below the suggested age level.  

Approval of this player to play up will bring the number up to 21.  The motion to move up this 

player was approved.  Charlie also raised the issue of offering Bantam and U14 players who 

make their high school team the option to continue on their HHA team at a discounted rate.  The 

group agreed that this topic merits a longer discussion at a later date, and no changes to the 

current policy should be made for this season. 

 

2. Operations Review 

Coaching coordinator:  Dave said he will be distributing a questionnaire to parents from last 

year.  He said he will be working with head coaches to ensure that they have the level of 

assistance they need.  He asked board members to remind HHA parents that the coaching is 

staffed by volunteers.  Dave also said that there will be one coach identified as a lead coach, 

probably from the Green team, for each age level. 

 

Fundraising/Outreach:  Aimee said she has explored selling stickers and magnets as a 

fundraiser and she is looking for a volunteer to coordinate this.  Jeff reported on plans for the 

October 23 fundraising silent auction.  He said that he is looking for an additional 30 items so 

that he has a total of 50 items for the auction.  He has secured the DOC House for the event. 

 

Initiation Programs:  Dan said he is all set and had nothing to report. 

 

Parent Coordinator:  Elizabeth said she said she has all the jerseys ready for distribution, and 

will be looking for someone to store them at the end of next season. 
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State Delegates:  Kim has not yet been to a meeting and had nothing to report.  The first 

monthly meeting is September 11. 

 

Finance:  Mike had nothing to report. 

 

Other business:  Jim reported that Dick Bressette would continue as referee-in-chief for the next 

season. 

 

There were no other Operations issues to discuss with those in attendance.   

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 pm. 


